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 SOUTHWEST CALGARY RING ROAD CONCERNS 

*A Call to Action* !
The Weaselhead/Glenmore Park Preservation Society and Calgary River Valleys hosted a Public 
Open Forum on October 7, 2014. The goal of this forum was to educate the public about the 
current SW Ring Road design for crossing the Elbow River Valley –South Calgary`s drinking 
water source. It was apparent that many citizens are equally as concerned as we are, with 
standing room only; the Cedarbrae Community Centre had 400 plus people packed in the gym, 
all eager to learn and express their concerns. Next step is a call to action.  Technology is 
available to construct the best road possible with enhanced environmental mitigation that 
will respect the integrity of the Elbow River Valley. The Weaselhead Preservation Society 
urges citizens to ask the province for a design that will reduce the impacts on this valued 
area. !
Our high level concerns with the cut-and-fill design include the settling of the berm over the 
long term; the realigning and restricting of the meandering Elbow River; the long term effects 
on water quality, parks, community and wildlife.   !
The South West Connecting Calgary Ring Road Geotechnical Assessment (Thurber, 2006) 
confirms that there are almost 20 meters of alluvial and lacustrine deposits on the Elbow 
River valley bottom.  The sand and gravel at the surface may be compactable in the short 
term, but the lacustrine deposits at depth are notorious for settling over the long term. While 
a cut-and-fill design may be the least expensive to construct, we submit that it will be 
extremely expensive and disruptive to maintain in the medium and long term as the substrate 
continues to settle.  

!
The dynamics of the meandering Elbow River, its alluvial aquifer and the entire hydraulic 
ecosystem should be much better understood by the engineers developing the causeway. 
Current plans will alter the ecosystems, biodiversity, water quality, fish habitat and more, 
while reducing forest rejuvenation and increasing risk of forest fires over the long-term. 

!
Realigning and restricting the river will result in sediment loading. Air-born salt and other by-
products will impact the drinking water in the Glenmore Reservoir. The wetlands contribute 
to maintaining water quality by filtering and cleaning water prior to entering the Glenmore 
reservoir and we fear this has not been considered in the latest road design plans.   

!
There is no other natural area comparable to the Weaselhead Park within the City limits and 
the long-term effects due to noise, light and biodiversity loss need to be addressed. 
Technology is available to construct a road with minimal sound disturbance to the area, as 
well as reducing the environmental impacts and allowing a wildlife corridor.  

Visit TheWeaselhead.com for more information and to get engaged 
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In late winter or early spring 2015 Calgary River Valleys will be hosting a workshop calling 
upon experts to help come up with viable design choices. Alberta Transportation should assess 
options where the river is given the space to move and shape the environment freely. An open 
concept design that spans the Elbow River valley would allow for this. Positive local examples 
can be seen on Stony Trail crossing the Bow River at Bowness Park, or seen along the current 
37th Street crossing Fish Creek Park.  

!
The designers will be given direction from the government about what should be considered. 
If public pressure remains exclusively “make it the cheapest”, that’s what we will get, 
regardless of the long term costs. If public pressure includes the cost to the environment and 
community then we can get a river crossing with reduced impacts on the drinking water 
source and valued Weaselhead Natural Area.  

!
Visit www.TheWeaselhead.com for more information and to get engaged. 
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